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Walkable Communities Survey
walkON is a partnership of Heart Health projects from the Central West Region of Ontario dedicated to supporting the development of walkable communities. The partners have developed a menu of programs , supported by consistent branding, that can be used at the discretion of each individual community.
The primary purpose of this survey is to determine the level of support for the expansion of Central West’s walkON program across Ontario. Secondarily, this survey is intended to assess both the need and resources required to support walkable community initiatives across Ontario.
Section A- Profile Information

	Contact Name
	

	Title
	

	Organization
	

	Telephone
	

	E-mail
	

	Website
	


1) In what region of Ontario are you located?
· Central East Region

· Central West Region

· Eastern Region

· North East Region

· North West Region 

· South West Region

2) What is the population of the area that your organization or partnership serves?

· Under 5,000

· 5,000 - 25,000

· 25,000 – 100,000

· 100,000 – 500,000

· Over 500,000

Section B- Walkable Communities

3) How would you assess your level of understanding of ‘walkable communities’?

· Not familiar 

· Somewhat familiar 

· Very familiar

4) In your view, does the term ‘walkable communities’ include:

· Walking only

· Walking and cycling

· All forms of human-powered transportation

· Not sure
5) In your view, does the term ‘walkable communities’ refer to walking for:
· Recreational purposes only
· Utilitarian purposes only
· Both
6) What is your organization or partnership’s level of involvement in promoting walkable communities?

· Not involved

· Somewhat involved

· Very involved

7) Is your organization or partnership involved in any of the following activities?  
(Check all that apply) 
· Advocating to municipal council for walkable communities
· Mobilizing community groups to advocate for walkable communities
· Planning & development of local trails
· Raising public awareness about walkable communities
· None of the above

· Other: _______________________________

8) To your knowledge, are any of the following partnerships in place in your community?                          (Check all that apply)

· Active Transportation Committee

· Bicycle Advisory Committee

· Heart Health Coalition

· Walkable Community Committee

· Other Related Partnerships: _________________________

9) As you plan for the future, what level of priority does your organization give to ‘walkable communities’?

· Not in our plans

· Low priority

· Average Priority

· High priority
Section C- Promoting ‘Walkable Communities’ across the Province

10) Are you aware of other provincial/national ‘walkable community’ initiatives?
 (Check all that apply)

· Go for Green

· Trans Canada Trail

· Walk21

· Other: ___________________________________________

11) Would you support the development of a provincial program to promote the development of ‘walkable community’ initiatives?
· Yes

· No (skip to question #18)

· Not sure

· Why or why not?  ______________________________________

______________________________________

12) In your opinion, what resources are required to promote ‘walkable communities’ across Ontario?   (Check all that apply) 
· Adequate staffing

· Annual conference

· Networking opportunities

· Promotional materials

· Provincial committee

· Provincial web site

· Resource centre

· Sustainable funding

· Training workshops

· Other:  _______________________________________________

13) In your opinion, how should a province-wide ‘walkable communities’ program be funded?  (Check all that apply)

· Business partnerships

· Community sponsorship

· Health Unit funding
· Municipality budgets
· Provincial ministry budget
· Other:  ___________________________________________
14) In your opinion, what provincial organizations should be involved in a province-wide ‘walkable communities’ program? (Check all that apply)
· Association of Municipalities of Ontario

· Heart Health Resource Centre

· Ontario Healthy Communities Coalition

· Ontario Ministry of Health Promotion

· Ontario Public Health Association
· Ontario Planners Association
· Parks & Recreation Ontario

· Physical Activity Resource Centre
· Other: 
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

15) In your opinion, what should the role of health units be in a province-wide ‘walkable communities’ program?  (Check all that apply)

· Community mobilization

· Community partner

· Community resource

· Funding agency

· Lead agency

· Local advocacy
· Other:  ____________________________________________
16) In your opinion, what should the role of heart health coalitions be in a province-wide ‘walkable communities’ program?  (Check all that apply)

· Community mobilization

· Community partner

· Community resource

· Funding agency

· Lead agency

· Local advocacy
· Other:  ____________________________________________
17) If a province-wide program were to be established, what would be the best organizational model, in your opinion? 
· Create a new walkON agency

· Identify a lead agency (e.g. Ontario Healthy Communities Coalition)

· Make it an internal program of local Health Units

· Make it part of a Provincial program (e.g. Heart Health Program)
· Other:  _____________________________________________
Section D- walkON Program

18) Prior to receiving information on this survey, how familiar were you with Central West’s walkON program? 

· Never heard of it

· Somewhat familiar 

· Very familiar

· Directly involved
19) If the walkON program were expanded across Ontario, what is the likelihood that your community would adopt it?
· No chance
· Possibly
· Absolutely
· Not sure
Why or why not? 
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

For the next question please review the walkON website at www.walkOn.ca.

(Note:  Some web pages are still under construction.)

20) Please rate the components of the walkON program. 
[1 signifies a very low opinion >>> 5 signifies a very high opinion]

           Very                                                    Very  

       
           Low       Low    Average    High       High                                    
a) Mandate, mission & goals
            

 1             2
3
   4
   5

b) Identity (name & logo)
           

 1             2
3
   4
   5

c) Website content

            

 1             2
3
   4
    5

d) Resources: (e.g. Pedestrian Charter Toolkit)
 1             2
3
   4
    5
e) Relevancy to your community

 1             2
3
   4
    5

f) Adaptability to other communities

 1             2
3
   4
    5

Comments:
____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section E- Follow-up

21) Would you be willing to participate in a 30-minute follow-up phone call between   June 25th and July 6th?
· Yes. Please call me at this number:  _______________________

· Please contact my colleague:  ____________________________

· No thank you.

22) Would you be interested in participating in a group consultation in the month of August?  
· Yes, face-to-face group consultation
· Yes, by teleconference or videoconference
· Please contact my colleague: ______________________________
· No thank you.
Thank you for sharing your insights and perspectives!
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