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Group Consultation August 7th, 2007

Brantford, Ontario 

1.A)
Focussing on the built environment
· Accessibility for all groups, all ages “total community” youth, seniors, persons with disabilities

· Building infrastructure that supports all forms of active transportation

· Differential between natural and built environments

· Goes back into individual choices-developing communities that supports active transportation

· Newly built action as well as retro fit action

· What is happening presently and what is happening in the future

· How are we connected ie people getting to buses-are there walking routes?

· Are existing routes safe this is key as well

· Distance is a key factor-people are not going to walk/bike if they are too far away from work/shopping etc.

· We are dealing with purposeful and  not structure activity

· People’s attitudes ie perception of distance is huge….a km around the block is a different km when it is in a straight line, etc.

· You can eliminate the built environments but bad attitudes will prevail

· Community planning policies that support mix land use

· Rural and urban situations where folks in the outlying areas may have to drive into town but the town must be walkable when they get there

· There is still a small portion of folks who choose a community based on its walkability quality
· Richard Florida’s work supports walkability as one of the keys to attracting resources

· New Urban development supports safety as a key factor

· Proximity is attractive to taking action

· Must support vulnerable people-persons with disabilities, youth, seniors, others

· Seasons is a real issue with icing and snow conditions

· Culture/attitudes can be changed ie Northern Sweden where snow is welcomed as it assists in active transportation

· Issue-many folks work with many tasks and need their cars-pick up the kids, go to the dry cleaners, etc.,

1B)
Who influences built environments?
· Builders

· Urban planners

· Individuals

· Developers

· A large number of persons

· Politicians at all levels

· People will buy what they feel is important to them

· Public works and their control of the budgets (attitude that cars are first)

· Merchants have a say (potential loss of parking etc.)

· Public Health Units

· Big box stores, industrial development geared to promote cars

· Voting is the final say on the issue
· Service Clubs ie Rotary and trail development

· Non Profit Groups-and their committees

· Ministries-Note Inter-ministerial Ont. Trails Coordinating Committee

· Boards of Ed

· Transit services

· OMB and their power to accept or reject applications

· NIMBY groups who will prevent action (ie trails connecting sub-divisions)

· Students who prefer taking personal cars rather than riding the bus

2.
Building municipal ownership


How will we know when there has been (Municipalities/Others) have bought in?
· City of Kitchener gets it-good example of needed physical change
· Bike paths are now common place with the creation of new roads

· Official plans include all forms of active transportation

· The Planning Act has many tools and guides to assist municipalities

· Currently the Planning Act does not have enough policy on built environment

· When MTO has guidelines that promote active transportation

· When bike plans have been adopted

· When all municipalities are on board

· Has the vision in place that reflects positive change-ie bridges include access for active persons

· Municipalities have adopted long range plans with built in budgets dedicated to change

· Places to grow document is a key document that supports walkable communities

· Cost sharing is in place with dedicated funds to make appropriate changes.
· Policy development has been passed supporting the cause

· Key legislation is in place at the provincial and local level

· Ministries have come together to work collaboratively on this issue

· A more cohesive approach is being practiced

· The roles of municipal planners have been clearly spelled out and distributed

· Community individuals have not been left out of the mix

· Community is very active in community problem solving

· Education has been completed in all parts of the province

· A hook grabbed by do-able communities ie Toyota Plant where 6 miles is travel distance

· Standards have been set for walkable communities

· Suggested that following the tobacco strategy is one of the appropriate ways to go

· Increase gas costs will promote more active transportation

· Creative education practices are in place and working well

· Incentives must be added for municipalities otherwise there will not be a buy-in

· Gas tax has clearly outlined the support for active transportation (operations/capital)

· Seniors are downsizing and looking at compact communities where there is easy access

· AMO has established guidelines to support and forward the movement
· Success in cities and towns are being used as leverage to encourage others to come on board

· Municipalities are working well with their resources

· Caution-we should not drive this only on the backs of municipalities

· Many groups and players have bought in

· Politicians are feeling the pressure to make change and are influencing other politicians 

· Media is on board and is moving the cause forward

Making a sustainable investment
· The Ministry of Health Promotion provides grants and not evergreen funding

· Provincial and Regional development grants would go to Nicole

· Local development would go to field offices in each of the Districts

· The group must move towards being self-sustaining

· OHPRS promotion of the resources system

· Heart Health was a demonstration model

· Use provincial funding to support Provincial Active Transportation strategy

· Trillium Foundation is yet another source of funding

Designing a province-wide support system
· One concept might be to shop for a host agency to lead the project

· Ontario Provincial Planners Institute would have a major role to play

· Health Units (Brant) do not have the resources to deliver this program

· OPHA was also suggested with ????
· Lots of local groups who are working on this must be tapped

· Heart Health groups are in most communities and would have a role to play

· Ontario Healthy Communities could be a possible host

· Safe communities with a representative at the provincial level

· MPIR, Smart Growth should also be at the table

· Communication is missing at all levels and must be dealt with

· Regional collaboration similar to Central West must be encouraged in other Regions

Recommending key strategies (respond to the Minister on his need to make active transportation a priority.
· Healthy public policy must be put in place to support  the movement

· A coordinated effort must be adopted

· Safe and active transportation supported by all schools

· Practice what you preach-if it is a priority we must all be doing it (note examples of active living with showers, gym at the Ministry were provided.

· Marketing be put in place to get the message out

· Incentives have to be in place to get community buy-in

· Funding is needed at the ground level to support local initiatives

· Developers need incentives to deal with built environments

· Create the vision and then take the necessary leadership

· Must build in safety into all components at all levels
· Leadership in bringing all other Ministries to the table

· Make sure that we are sending out a common message across the province (note that the In Motion program has been purchased by some Ontario municipalities

Note:
The following are comments taken from the participant notes and in part will duplicate the above responses.
· Provincial inter ministries discussion with discussions with municipalities to develop multi strategy and multi sector approach

· Municipalities have dollars as incentives to start implementing

· Marketing and incentives to public towards changing attitudes

· Organize Ministry actions and policy towards direction in a similar manner

· Provide incentives to make it happen

· Provide education, tools, best practices to help communities move forward

· Healthy public policy-all policies to be viewed from a health perspective.  Communities must be involved in the decision making process

· Healthy public debate must take place-community engagement, consulting with media with exposure of communities where it is working

· Economic incentives, development charges reduced for incorporating smart growth/healthy community design features

· Sustained funding form Premiers office (to avoid turf building by and with ministries
· Coordination to ensure that everyone( ie planners, health, transportation, community groups) are on the same  page

· Review provincial policies to ensure that they are supportive of active transportation

Other Comments

· Pros and Cons of walkON identity
· Is there a need to brand this ie walkON

· Do communities need to own their own identity

· There must be healthy public debate

· Recognition for those communities who are active communities
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